
 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

As you know Armenia chaired the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 
from 16 May to 13 November 2013.  This afternoon will schedulled the ceremony of 
transferring the Chairmanship from Armenia to Austria. This was the first time 
Armenia has undertaken the Chairmanship and it was a very valuable opportunity for 
my country.  

 
A number of significant events were organised within the framework of this 
Chairmanship. Some of them were linked directly to the area of local democracy and 
citizen participation in local life.  

Before going into further details about this events, I wish express my gratitude for the 
interest and involvement of CDLR’s Chair Mr Russell, Vice-Chair Mr Phillips, CDLR 
members, Mr Zardi and his Secretariat in these events.  

 
On 29 October, Armenian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Territorial 
Administration Mr. Armen Gevorgyan addressed the 25thSession of the Congress; he 
presented an overview of the priorities of the Armenian Chairmanship and the 
situation of local democracy in Armenia. He notably mentioned that "Armenia's 
cooperation with the Council of Europe has been most instrumental in the 
strengthening of local self-government in Armenia. The long-term objective of the 
Armenian authorities is the strengthening of democracy and building up of capacities 
of local authorities in order to enable them to effectively address issues of local 
importance.’" 
 
Speaking of instrumental cooperation, I wish to inform you that only two days ago we 
had a peer review meeting in Yerevan where experts from several European states 
worked with us to share experience and recommendations on territorial reform, 
which is being initiated in Armenia. Already at this stage I can say that the meeting 
was truly useful for the Government and other stakeholders involved in the process 
and there was a measurable, considerable benefit from it. I was particularly happy to 
see my CDLR colleague Ms. Santonja among the participants of the peer review and 
I know several other CDLR members and the Secretariat had an important input in 
the organisation of this meeting for which I am very grateful.  

 

In June of this year, the Armenian government organised and hosted an international 
conference entitled “Participatory Democracy at Local Level” in Yerevan. 



I extend my particular gratitude to Mr Philips for his presence and his valuable 
contribution to this Conference. I personally attached a lot of importance to his 
participation and was very delighted by his presence. Other CDLR members,who 
attended the Conference and contributed to it in other ways, also have my deep 
gratitude. 

The presentation made by, Mr. Philips, as well as the extensive contribution of the 
expert provided by the Secretariat, were very important to the success of this 
Conference. 

This truly international event was marked by a very high level of discussions and 
exchanges both on political and scientific levels.  This opinion was shared by almost 
all of the participants of the Conference, who found it particularly interesting and 
useful. 

The Conclusions of the Conference were presented by Dr. Van Staa, the President 
of the Congress. I hope that this document, together with other presentations made 
at the Conference will be considered as  “Yerevan’s contribution”, towards studies 
undertaken by the CDLR for identifying best European practices for promoting good 
governance and citizen participation in local life.  

I hope the results of the Yerevan Conference can be appropriately reflected in 
reports and guidelines to be prepared by the Council of Europe in the future.  

By a symbolic coincidence, the Armenian National Assembly adopted new legislation 
for ensuring citizen participation at local level on 19 June 2013, on the same day 
when we were hosting the International Conference.  These legislative changes pave 
the way for improving local government practices in our country and enabling our 
citizens to become more active players in local public life. 

This Conference was one of the major events successfully completed in the 
framework of Armenia’s Chairmanship. In June 2013 Armenia also hosted the 
meeting of the Bureau of the Congress.  

On 11th of October 2013 an International Conference of capital cities of the Council 
of Europe member states was held in Yerevan. It addressed issues related to the 
particular role of capital cities in the overall development of local democracy. The 
Conference was also an opportunity for exchange of good practices and the 
progress achieved in member states. 

In 2013 Armenia intensified its activities within the CDLR, by notably making use of 
CDLR’s Rapid Response mechanism on three occasions. This was a very useful 
experience and the replies, which were shared with us, were much appreciated. 

Colleagues,the ArmenianChairmanship of the Council of Ministers has come to its 
end, but our cooperation with the relevant instances of the Council of Europe, our 



activities within this Committee and the reforms in Armenia have just entered a fresh 
and intensified phase.  

We have started a long-term cooperation programme, generously funded by the 
Danish government, aimed at reinforcing the reforms in the sphere of local self-
government in Armenia and the capacities of our municipalities. This programme has 
had a very enthusiastic start and I look forward to the active cooperation, which is 
ahead of us. I am very optimistic about the results, which can be reached, based on 
continuous efforts of our Government, active involvement of the civil society 
institutions and the valuable assistance provided by the Council of Europe. 

Once again I wish to thank my colleagues in the CDLR, Mr Zardi and his Secretariat 
for the long-standing and fruitful cooperation we have had over the years.I am very 
satisfied by the level of our cooperation, which consists of sharing experience, 
learning from each other and advancing towards our common goals. 


